
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

I can’t believe my twelve months as President is all but 

over.   During this time we were pleased to welcome 

five new members – Ron and Beverley Crawford, 

Roger Gaiot, Brenda Starkey and Nerida Thompson – 

who have involved themselves in supporting the 

various interest groups. 

 

I have many people to thank who help our Club to 

function….. 

 

The members of the committee who give up their time 

to administer the club affairs. 

 

The men who arrive early to set up our room for the 

meeting – Peter, Ray, Bob, Ron, Dieter, Tony, Brian 

are just a few of these important helpers. 

 

Our wonderful hospitality ladies, Ros, Lorraine and 

Carolyn with the help of the ladies who step up so 

willingly when needed. 

 

The interest groups co-ordinators:  Francoise, Marion, 

Mary, Jeanette, Ken and Brenda, Margaret and Paul, 

Sue, Ros, Joyce, Peter,  Kathy and Malcolm, and Pat 

for their dedication and responsibility in hosting their 

group and, in some cases, generously opening their 

homes. 

 

Margaret, thank you for your organisation of both the 

Anniversary Dinner and Christmas Lunch and this year 

our Melbourne Cup races with the help of the famous 

race caller, Paul. 

 

Joyce, for the shows we have been able to enjoy and 

which we may otherwise have missed.     Also for the 

work you do in organising our many and varied guest 

speakers. 

 

Peter O who is retiring as Treasurer this year, thank 

you, Peter  for the many hours you have spent keeping 

our financial records and, as Tour Director, organising 

the wonderful trips. 

 

Sue, for running our website and the work involved in 

enabling us to access the newsletter with a password.  

We all feel a lot safer not having our details available 

on the world wide web.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we are unwell how nice it is to hear Sheila’s 

voice and to receive a card which she organises from 

the members – thank you, Sheila, for all you do. 

 

I have a special thank you for our Secretary, Maurien, 

for all her hard work.  This year Probus Centre have 

changed their requirements for administration and 

introduced a new Constitution, Standing Resolutions 

and Membership Data Base.  Maurien spends many 

hours on her secretarial duties and on behalf of the 

Club I thank her very much. 

 

My mentor for the last couple of years has been Phil 

Humphreys.  I do appreciate your guidance, Phil, thank 

you. 

 

I offer my best wishes to the new President and 

incoming Committee whom, I am sure, will continue 

the importance of fellowship, fun and friendship within 

our Club. 

 

I wish you all continued enjoyment with the many and 

varied social activities and good health in the future. 

 

Dorothy 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  86249314 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER    As the AGM will be held we 

will not be having a speaker this month. 
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 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES:   At the last Committee 

Meeting the decision was taken to keep the 

Membership Fees at $30.   These fees are to be 

paid to the Treasurer by 1
st
 April, which is the 

commencement of the Probus year, or direct 

debit to : 

Combined Probus Club of Narellan 

Account No. 156057 BSB 032 710  

please make sure you enter your name. 
 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Brian Fogarty, Lucy Gatt,  Ros Hodgins, Robert 

Keyworth, David Milton, Margaret Rubesa, Sheila 

Smart, Kathy Smith, Pat Cranfield, Jill Sams 

 

WELFARE: 
Both Janice McCurrie and Helen Gilchrist are still not 

feeling well and both have said to say hello. 

 

 

PROFILE – Sharon Brett 
 

 
I was born in May 1950, 

mid-century and therefore 

a true  baby boomer.  Like 

many other Probus 

members, I have Scottish 

blood running through my 

veins thanks to my paternal 

grandparents who came to 

Australia in the 1920s from 

bonnie Aberdeen. 

 

My father worked as an engineer and our family lived 

in the relative new suburb of Beverly Hills.  I am 

eldest of three children and had a very happy, typical 

city childhood.  My sister Jennifer and I belonged to 

the local Brownies group, went to physie and attended 

Sunday School at the local Methodist Church. 

 

I was educated at Beverly Hills North PS and then 

Beverly Hills Girls’ HS.  My classmates and I were the 

first group to go through secondary school and sit the 

Higher School Certificate exam under the Wyndham 

Scheme.  I then gained a Commonwealth scholarship 

and studied at the University of NSW and then 

Alexander Mackie Teachers College. 

 

My first teaching position was at Campsie PS.  I then 

taught at Prestons PS, Curran PS, Ruse PS (my first 

promotion), The Grange PS and Leppington PS.  

During these years I was seconded twice and held 

positions as an English consultant and as an Early 

Childhood consultant for the Department of Education. 

 

In 1988 I was appointed to Bossley Park PS as Deputy 

Principal and then in 1994 took up the position of 

Principal at Hoxton Park PS.  It was here I spent ten 

wonderful years and was very fortunate to have Kathy 

Smith as my Assistant Principal.  We enjoyed a 

brilliant working relationship and have remained very 

close friends ever since. 

 

I absolutely loved working in the NSW public school 

system and found teaching to be a very happy and 

highly rewarding career.  But in 2005 after 35 great 

years, the Superannuation god determined it was time 

for me to join Paul in retirement and begin the next 

exciting phase of my life.  Woo hoo!! 

 

During my teaching years, I also juggled being mother 

to three beautiful children … Scott, Felicity and 

Stephanie.  I have now lived in the Camden district for 

forty years and it has been amazing to witness the 

changes that have occurred over this time. 

 

We have six gorgeous grandchildren ranging in age 

from 1 year to 15 years.  Attending all their activities 

keeps us really busy but we love it.  Retirement also 

mailto:secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au


enables us to spend time with my mother Eunice (85 

years) and father Alexander (86 years) who both still 

enjoy good health and live in beautiful Cronulla. 

 

I gain huge enjoyment from spending time with good 

friends and extended family, attending live theatre, 

dining out, watching movies (being married to Paul 

means no choice here), sipping lovely lattes in cafes 

and, of course, TRAVELLING.  Yah!!  Paul and I 

have been lucky enough to visit many fascinating parts 

of the world and hopefully with continued good health 

will see many more in years to come. 

 

Every day I feel very grateful to have such a loving 

husband to share wonderful, exciting activities with 

andI also greatly appreciate being able to do the simple 

things such as going for a walk, listening to music, 

taking photos, digging in the garden and reading.  Did 

I forget retail therapy?  Life is never dull and I don’t 

believe we should waste a single moment of it! 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland  

 

 

 
 

Roses by Sheila McAtamney 

 

 

Book Club 

Our next meeting will be Monday, 19
th
 March at 

3.00pm.  We will be discussing David Auster’s book 

“Sunset Park” which was our set reading for this 

month.  

 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Because of our Club‘s Tasmanian tour this month there 

will be no Cards Night for February.  The next Cards 

Night will be on Friday, 30
th
 March at the Glen Alpine 

Casino commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

It seems a long time since we have made anything but 

Christmas cards, so our meeting this month will be a 

chance to replenish our supplies of birthday cards.  We 

will meet on Tuesday, 6
th
 February with some ideas for 

female cards and a way to use scraps to create a card 

suitable for either gender. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Craft is between 1.30 and 4.00 on Wednesday, 7
th
 

March.  Bring whatever you are creating and we will 

decide on our next project.. 

 

.Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Tassie has beautiful roses and they know how to 

preserve their wonderful stone early settlement 

cottages on mass.  The 2012 gardening Calendar is up 

on the website and you are welcome to join us for any 

meeting. 

Good Gardening 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins 

Our first meeting for 2012 will be on 9
th
 March at the 

Activity Centre 10.00am where  we will look at our 

plans for the year and Sue will be giving us a talk on 

using the web for setting up and ordering the printing 

of your calendars (do not forget to take a photo for 

each month.)  

Happy Snapping 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person   This will be the last game for the 

year. 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

Our first lunch will be on Monday, 5
th
 March at 

“Pancake on the Rocks” in Campbelltown for 

12.30pm. 

 

The Conservatorium has advised there will not be a 

lunchtime recital on April 11
th
 so I have cancelled the 

visit until May 16
th
 We will do a guided tour of the 

Conservatorium, followed by lunch – your choice of 

having lunch in the café or bring your own and eat in 

the Botanic Gardens.  After lunch we will listen to a 

free lunchtime performance.  Cost is $10.00 per 

person, we will travel by train.  Pay on the day. 

 

On 11
th
 April I am organising a Mystery Day Out.  I 

will give further details at the meeting.  

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

A large group attended our last travel tales’ meeting 

when Brian related some of his experiences from his 

year in Antarctica in 1964.  His photos came to life as 

he connected them with stories about real life incidents 

that occurred while he was here.  Thank you, Brian, for 

a very informative and different travel tales. 



At our next meeting David Llewellyn will display 

some of the photos taken from the recent trip to 

Toowoomba.  Come and relive the trip or see what you 

missed out on. 

Next meeting: 7.30pm, Wednesday 21
st
 March 2012 

 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

 

 Disney High School Musical 2, Campbelltown 

Theatre Group, Saturday 3
rd

 March 8pm. $22.50 – Pay 

March Meeting. 

 

A Tribute to Elvis 14
th
 March Camden Valley Inn 

7pm,   Unfortunately the evening show hss been 

cancelled and we have been offered the lunch time 

show. 

 

Annie  - Lyric Theatre – Tuesday 20
th
 March 1pm - 

$61 

 

The Delltones – Saturday 24
th
 March 8pm, 

Campbelltown Catholic Club $31 – Pay February 

meeting 

 

April 

Beyond the Veil – Saturday 28
th
 April 2pm, Picton 

Theatre Group $15 – Pay March meeting. 

 

May 

John Williamson – Friday 4
th
 May 8pm, 

Campbelltown RSL $44 – Pay March meeting 

Bandstand – Thursday, 24
th
 May 11am, Casula Power 

House $15 – Pay March meeting  

 

An Officer and a Gentleman Wednesday 23
rd

 May 

1pm Lyric Theatre Star City $61 Payment by 

February meeting. 

 

June  

Nutcracker on Ice Thursday, 7
th
 June 1pm Capitol 

Theatre $49, Payment by March meeting. 

 

Payments for Shows 

As mentioned before,  payment for shows will now be 

paid into a “Shows Account” in the Club’s name.  I 

will collect the payments of cheques and cash as usual 

in an envelope with your name, and show on the front.   

 

COACH TOUR 

 

The Coach trip in March is on Friday 16 to the 

Hawkesbury, an Artist Trail Tour with a guide. 

 

 

CLUB’S BOOK AND DVD SWAP  
As well as taking a book, you can take home a movie 

If you have any books or DVDs (no video cassettes 

please) you would like to add please do so.. All readers 

in the club, remember to take home a book and/or  

DVD and if you have any books or DVDs you would 

like to add please do so. 

 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

2012 

Mar 2 General / AGM Meetings at Narellan 

Library 10.00am 

Mar 5 Lunch: Pancakes on the Rocks 

Mar 6 Card Making with Marion 

Mar 7 Craft with Mary 

Mar 9 Photography with Ros 

Mar 16 Coach Trip: Hawkesbury, an Artist Trail  

Mar 19 Book Club with Pat 

Mar 21 Craft with Mary 

Mar 21 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Mar 23 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Mar 30 Photography with Ros 

Mar 30 Cards at Glen Alpine Casino 7.30pm, 

Apr 3 Card Making with Marion 

Apr 4 Craft with Mary 

Apr 6 Good Friday 

Apr 11 Mystery Day Out 

Apr 13 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Apr 18 Craft with Mary 

Apr 18 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Apr 20 Tour:  Riverboat Postman 

Apr 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Apr 27 Gardening with Sue 

Apr 27 Cards 

May  2 Craft with Mary 

May  4 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

May  8 Card Making with Marion 

May 11 Photography with Ros 

May 16 Craft with Mary 

May 16 Walk: Conservatorium of Music 

May 16 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

May 18 Tour: Tanglin Lodge Alpacas 

May 23 An Officer and a Gentleman, Lyric Theatre 

1.30pm 

May 25 Gardening with Sue 

May 25 Cards 

May 29 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm  

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri 2 March 2012 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri 7 April 2012

      10.00am-12 Noon 

 


